CoRNELL UNIVERSITY TURFGRASS TIMES

Summer 1993 « Volume Four « Number Two = A Publication of Cornell Cooperative Extension
Special Research Issue

Research In Review

n conjunction with the 1993 Turfgrass Research Field Day, this ex-
panded issue of CUTT was written to provide you with a synopsis of

resultsfrom some of theturfgrassresearch projectson-going at Cornell.

Thisreportisnotall inclusive. Therearemany other projectsnot reported here.

It should, however, giveyou ataste of thedirection thevarious programshave

taken in turfgrass management, pathol ogy, entomol ogy, and weed science. =

Turfgrass Research

Turfgrass research conducted at Cornell is
under the direction of the five faculty members.
The Department of Floriculture and Ornamental
Horticulture is home for Norm Hummel, Marty
Petrovic, and Joe Neal. Eric Nelson is housed in
the Department of Plant Pathology, while Mike
Villani isin the Department of Entomology at the
Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva.

Support for research projects comes amost
exclusively from gifts and grants. Other than the
salaries and benefits of the five faculty members
and a couple of support staff, direct funding from
New York State for Turfgrass Research is negli-
gible. So, much of our timeisspent scrambling for
dollars to support our programs, and specific
projects.

The New York State Turfgrass Association
has long been an important source of program-
matic dollars—discretionary money used to help
support the research facility, as well as to hire
technical staff. Equipment vendors such as S. V.
Moffett, Eaton Equipment, and Lesco have aso
been magjor playersby providing uswith nearly all
of our maintenance equipment. Likewise, we have
never had to purchase seed, fertilizer, and chemi-
cals due to the generosity of many suppliers.

Searching for Support

M ost of our other moniesareobtainedthrough
competitive grants and are earmarked for specific
projects. Many days ayear are spent writing pro-
posals to various granting agencies in hopes of
securing funding for research projects. Some of
the more significant funding sources for the turf
program have beenthe USGA, the USDA, and the
NYS IPM Program. Technical staff are normally
hired onthis* soft money” for two or threeyearsto
work on these specific projects.

Research is expensive—beyond the compre-
hension of most lay people. Some of the data you
see in this report may have required several hun-
dred man hoursto obtain—often from tedious and
repetitive tasks. Besides having to pay for these
staff salaries and their benefits, we also pay over-
head costs to the University.

Equipment and supplies are also expensive.
Dr. Nelson pays several hundred dollars per gram
of antibiotic he needs to maintain some of his
disease cultures. A good analytical balance aone
costs over $5,000. No equipment donations here!
Thislist goes on.
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We only raise these points so that you understand the costs of research, and more importantly how

important your support for researchis.

Take afew minutes and read through this special Research Issue of CUTT. The authors may have
more detailed reports on the studiesincluded in thisissue, aswell asresults from other studies. Feel free
to contact any one of the turfgrass faculty members for more information.
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Dr. Norman Hummel, Turfgrass Management
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Ithaca, NY, 14853
607-255-2170
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Dept. of Plant Pathology

306 Plant Science Building
Ithaca, NY 14853
607-255-7841

Dr. A. Martin Petrovic, Turfgrass Management
Dept. of Floricultureand Ornamental Horticulture

20 Plant Science Building
Ithaca, NY 14853
607-255-1796

Dr. Michael Villani, Entomology
Dept. of Entomology

526 Barton Lab

Agr. Experiment Station
Geneva, NY 14456
315-787-2342

Mr. Rod Ferrentino, IPM Coordinator
Dept. of Floricultureand Ornamental Horticulture

20 Plant Science Building
Ithaca, NY 14853
607-255-5918

Ms. Joanne Gruttadaurio, Extension Program
Coordinator

Dept. of Floriculture and
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20 Plant Science Building
Ithaca, NY 14853
607-255-1792
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Agri. Experiment Station
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315-787-2378
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