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Controlling Show Mold

Pest
Watch

In New York, two
major snow mold
diseases cause
problems on home
lawns and golf courses:
gray snow mold and
pink snow mold.

The keys to minimizing
damage include
fertility and water
management, and
fungicide applications.
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ver the past few years the entire north-

eastern United States has been under

severe snow mold pressure. This has
been due to the unusually heavy and persistent
snow cover as well as the wet and cool spring
conditions. It is time now to begin considering
strategies for minimizing snow mold damage
this winter and the following spring.

In New York, two major snow mold dis-
eases cause problems on home lawns and golf
courses: gray snow mold, or Typhula blight,
caused primarily by Typhulaincarnata; and pink
snow mold, or Fusarium patch, caused by
Microdochium nivale. These diseases each af-
fect turfgrassesquitedifferently, with pink snow
mold being potentially the most damaging. The
management strategies for snow mold diseases
necessarily must be multifaceted, including cul-
tural, biological and chemical approaches.

Fertility Management

Fertility management is key to minimizing
snow mold damage. It is important to avoid
heavy fertilizer application late in the fall to
avoid stimulating unnecessary foliar growth that
is more susceptible to infection. Fertilization
should occur much earlier or should be applied
as dormant applications. Often, heavy dormant
applications of organic fertilizers, particularly
thosethat are compost-based, arequitehel pful in
minimizing snow mold damage. Thesematerials
provide significant levels of biological activity
that help to suppress the activities of the snow
mold pathogens. Applicationsto sensitive areas
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of between 10and 2001bs/1,000 sg. ft. havebeen
effective. However, make surethat compostsare
adequately stabilized and have an “ earthy” odor.
Material applied at rates of 200 Ibs/1,000 sq. ft.
must be removed from golf course turf prior to
breaking dormancy in the spring.

Water Management

Water management is another key compo-
nent of successful snow mold management. Itis
important that turfgrasssoilsbewel | drained and
free of significant levels of compaction. It is
often hel pful to maintainlawnturf at aminimum
cutting height so that adenseturf canopy, which
often holds more moisture and maintains higher
relative humidity, does not become snow cov-
ered. Thatch accumulation should al so bekept to
a minimum since excessive thatch levels can
result in high levels of water retention. It is
equally important to reduce the amount of snow
cover, if at al practical, and to prevent compac-
tion of the snow cover on disease-prone areas.
Generally, thegreater the snow cover, thelonger
the soil will stay wet in the spring. Maintaining
low soil pH (<6.0) and balanced soil fertility is
particularly important in reducing pink snow
mold damage.

Fungicide Applications

Preventive fungicide applications are quite
hel pful inminimizing snow mold damage. How-
ever, oftentimesthe fungicides effective against

continued on page 9

Printed on recycled paper



C U T T

Table 1. Data from the National Turfgrass Evaluation Program 1993 bentgrass fairway/tee trial.
Visual Quality Pest Damage*
Spring Fall 1995 Typhula Brown

Cultivar Color May June July Aug. Sept. Color Mean  Snow Mold  Patch
G-6 55 7.7 7.4 8.0 7.0 8.1 8.8 7.6 2.3 2.3
Cato 5.2 7.4 7.0 7.6 6.6 7.8 8.5 7.3 0.7 0.
G-2 5.7 6.9 7.1 7.7 6.7 7.8 8.5 7.3 2.2 2.2
BAR Ws42102 5.2 6.4 6.9 7.5 6.5 7.4 8.1 6.9 1.2 1.2
Providence 5.7 6.8 6.6 7.1 6.2 7.8 8.4 6.9 1.3 1.3
Crenshaw 6.1 7.5 6.3 6.9 6.0 7.2 7.9 6.8 2.8 2.8
Southshore 55 6.6 6.6 7.2 6.3 6.9 7.5 6.7 2.7 2.7
P. Links/Putter 6.5 7.4 6.2 6.7 5.9 7.3 8.0 6.7 3.0 3.0
Penneagle 6.6 6.5 6.5 7.0 6.2 7.0 7.6 6.6 1.8 1.8
Trueline 5.7 6.6 6.4 7.0 6.1 6.8 7.4 6.6 4.0 4.0
Lopez 5.7 7.0 6.2 6.8 5.9 6.8 7.4 6.5 3.7 3.7
18th Green 5.2 7.1 6.2 6.8 5.9 6.5 7.0 6.5 15 15
Pro/Cup 5.7 6.7 6.1 6.6 5.8 7.0 7.6 6.4 15 15
DF-1 5.5 6.6 5.9 6.5 5.7 7.2 7.8 6.4 3.3 3.3
BAR As493 5.2 7.7 5.6 6.1 5.3 6.6 7.2 6.3 2.7 2.7
ISI-At-90162 5.7 7.4 5.6 6.1 5.3 6.8 7.4 6.3 2.7 2.7
Penncross 5.7 7.4 5.6 6.0 5.3 6.6 7.2 6.2 3.2 3.2
OM-At-90163 5.7 7.1 5.5 5.9 5.2 7.0 7.6 6.1 15 15
SR 7100 7.0 7.5 5.2 5.7 5.0 6.7 7.3 6.0 3.2 3.2
Med 20685 6.1 6.7 5.4 5.9 5.2 6.7 7.2 6.0 4.5 45
Med 20695 55 7.0 5.3 5.8 5.0 6.8 7.4 6.0 2.7 2.7
Med 21149 5.8 7.1 5.4 5.8 5.1 6.4 7.0 6.0 35 35
Med CB 46-2 55 7.1 55 6.0 5.2 5.6 6.1 5.9 4.0 4.0
Med 20556 5.9 7.1 5.1 5.6 4.9 6.7 7.3 5.9 3.3 3.3
Med 20686 5.7 7.1 5.2 5.7 5.0 6.4 7.0 5.9 4.2 4.2
Exeter 6.1 7.0 5.2 5.6 4.9 6.6 7.1 5.8 0.8 0.8
Med 20693 5.6 7.1 5.1 55 4.8 6.5 7.0 5.8 3.3 3.3
Tendez 5.7 7.2 4.8 5.3 4.6 6.7 7.2 5.7 2.0 2.0
Med 46-1 5.6 7.0 5.1 5.5 4.8 5.3 5.8 55 3.0 3.0
Seaside 6.4 6.4 3.8 4.2 3.6 5.3 5.8 4.7 2.2 2.2

LSD (0.05) 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.6
* Disease incidence rated on a scale of 0 to 9, where 0=no damage, 3=objectionable amount of injury, 9=severe injury.
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areinvolved in teaching thelectures and labora-
tories. Class enrollment islimited to 75 partici-
pants.

A pasd/fail final examisgiven at the end of
the courseto assess achievement of the course's
educational goalsfrom both theinstructor’ s per-
spective as well as from the student’s perspec-
tive. A Certificate of Completion is awarded at
the end of the course.

The Short Course satisfies the New Y ork
State requirement for the 30-hour eligibility
course for pesticide certification and 15 pesti-
ciderecertification creditsaregiven uponcourse
completion.

If you have any questions or would like to
receive a registration form contact Joann
Gruttadaurio, Short Course Director, at (607)
255-1792. Registration forms will be mailed to
you in late October.

Pest Watch
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Typhula blight are not always effective against
pink snow mold. Among the better choices for
fungicide applications are chlorothalonil (e.g.,
Daconil 2787 40F) applied at 8 02/1,000 sg. ft. or
propiconazole (Banner 1.1E) applied at 4 oz/
1,000 sg. ft. Thesefungicidesareusually applied
inlateOctober to early December. Banner should
be applied toward the early part of that window
whereas Daconil may be applied in early De-
cember prior to snow cover.

In the spring, be sure to rake out any dis-
eased areas to facilitate drying and fertilize to
promote turfgrass growth. Snow molds gener-
aly are not devastating, but, if left untreated,
could destroy vast areas of turf. So take some

time now to prepare your turf for next spring.
Eric NELsON
DePT. OF PLANT PATHOLOGY

Snow molds generally are
not devastating, but, if left
untreated, could destroy
vast areas of turf. So take
some time now to prepare
your turf for next spring.
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