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Insect Bible Revised by
the Killer V’s

Up until 1987 there were few if any refer-
ence books on turfgrass insects. As a result,
many students in turfgrass science and profes-
sional turf managers were utilizing general in-
sect texts to learn about issues that were very
different from what they were reading. Fortu-
nately, Dr. Haruo Tashiro (“Tash”), devoted the
years just prior to retirement to providing the
definitive turfgrass insect reference text, or in-
sect bible in 1987. In short order, Turfgrass
Insects of the United States and Canada, became
the choice of turf managers from Pebble Beach
to the National Golf Links. However, in recent
years, Tash knew that the advances in biocontrol
and IPM warranted a new edition and some
assistance from leading entomologists.

It seemed a natural to enlist Drs. Pat Vittum
and Mike Villani (the Killer V’s) for the second
edition. Dr. Vittum was Tash’s last graduate
student and Dr. Villani was the person who
assumed the position vacated by Tash. Accord-
ing to Villani, “The book was a true collabora-
tion. Pat Vittum was the first author because she
tended to tackle those distasteful tasks that go
with the glory and responsibility of first author-
ship.” Next, the three sent the original chapters
out for review by other leading entomologists.
As the reviewed chapters returned, the “Killer
V’s” improved readability, reorganized and
added new citations. In addition, graduate stu-
dents and Cornell Turfgrass Team Members,
Paul Robbins and Jennifer Grant, provided sig-
nificant input in their areas of expertise.

Still, in Tash’s own words, he is “most
pleased” with the new color photographs that
were shot by himself, Joe Ogrodnick, a photog-
rapher at the Experiment Station in Geneva, and
from images provided by leading entomologists.
The new edition contains over 550 color images
of the various insect life stages. Almost every
insect found in North America, north of the Rio
Grande, Hawaii and southern Canada is covered
by the book.

Rave reviews are being received from the
turfgrass community about the new edition. “It’s
a must have for any serious turfgrass manager.”
“If you only have one book as a reference for
turfgrass insect management, this should defi-
nitely be the one.” The book is “extremely read-
able.” The second edition is available from Cor-
nell University Press; New York State Turfgrass
Association members receive a special discount.

Get Ready for 2000
With the Turfgrass

ShortCUTT Almanac!
What will you remember the 1999 growing

season for? The worst drought in a decade,
followed by a tropical storm that flooded turf
areas? Poor crabgrass control, gray leaf spot or
chinch bugs? However you remember it, the best
way to deal with these challenges in the future is
to be armed with the latest research based infor-
mation, not what a friend tells you.

The Cornell Turfgrass Team offers a weekly
electronic newsletter called Turfgrass
ShortCUTT that addressed all the issues of 1999.
Subscribers truly know the importance of timely
information. Now for a limited time, we have
accumulated all the weather information, cul-
tural practices, when pests arrived in 1999, the
latest in control strategies and information from
international experts on the hottest topics from
how to irrigate, to how to control nematodes and
gray leaf spot, protecting water quality, and
managing Poa annua in one resource.

The ShortCUTT Almanac is fully indexed
for easy searching. The Almanac has a complete
weather summary to help predict when pests
might become a problem. The 1999 season in
review predicts how last season might influence
what you see in 2000. To reserve your copy,
available in January 2000, contact Evie Gussack
at (607) 257-8481 or eg21@cornell.edu. Or,
look on page 15 for a subscription form for the
2000 ShortCUTT Newsletter, your link to the
most current turfgrass information.

Rave reviews are being
received from the turfgrass
community about the new
edition of Dr. Haruo
Tashiro’s “Turfgrass Insects
of the United States and
Canada.”


