
C O R N E L L  U N I V E R S I T Y  T U R F G R A S S  T I M E S

This Times

CUTT, “CORNELL UNIVERSITY TURFGRASS TIMES” is
published four times per year by the Turfgrass
Science Program at Cornell University, Ithaca, New
York 14853. Address correspondence to: CORNELL

UNIVERSITY T URFGRASS TIMES, 20 Plant Science
Building, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853;
phone: (607) 255-1629; email: fsr3@cornell.edu.

Editor: Frank Rossi

Design & Production: Ghostwriters, inc.,
Ithaca, NY

Cornell University is an equal opportunity,
affirmative action educator and employer.

CUTT is copyright © 2000 by Cornell University.
All rights reserved. Permission to reproduce any
material contained herein must be obtained in
writing.

The use of product names or trademarks in this
newsletter or by Cornell University does not imply
any endorsement of such products.

1. Legislative Impacts

2. Clippings
• Villani receives award

• Here’s the culprit

• NYSTA Turf Expo

• Short Courses’ 1500th

student

3. Scanning the Journals
• Inorganic amendments

• Biocontrol in shaded turf

8. Environmental
Complacency

10. The Lawn Reader

11. Zeolite and Sand Systems

13. Allelopathic Effects of
Fine Fescue Accessions

16. Turfgrass ShortCUTT

Legislative Impacts on the
Turfgrass Industry in

New York

The prevalence of pesticide-restrictive legislation is affecting how

pests are managed in schools, offices, parks, right-of-ways, ath-

letic fields, and numerous other places where we live, work and

recreate. At a national level, pesticides are being phased out through the

Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) and the associated EPA pesticide re-

view process. Although the FQPA does not directly affect the green indus-

try, some chemicals that face scrutiny under that review are being removed

from the marketplace either voluntarily or by mandate.

Turfgrass managers are impacted more directly by constraints on prac-

tices that may affect ground water, expose children to hazardous com-

pounds, or are perceived as non-essential, cosmetic applications. Voters

and lawmakers are sending consistent messages that they want more in-

formation on the pest control practices used in their environs, and they

are less tolerant of the risks associated with these practices.  

On a local level, many municipalities are

mandating integrated pest management (IPM)

programs and specifying exactly if, when, and

where a pesticide may be used. For example,

in 1996 the city of San Francisco enacted an

ordinance that mandated IPM and banned most

pesticides in public parks, buildings, buses,

rights-of-way, and bodies of water. Two years

later, they also passed a revolutionary pesticide

reduction policy for schools. Their IPM program

includes provisions for ongoing progress assess-

ment, education and a communications strat-

egy. These policies are amongst the most com-

prehensive in the country, and are considered

model programs by many environmental ad-

vocates. Another west coast city, Seattle, imple-

mented similar regulations in 1999.

Origins of Concern

The “era of pesticides” has been with us

since the second world war, and concerns over

environmental and human health have been

part of the public discourse since Silent Spring
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